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We welcome you to share your educational achievements, highlights, and success stories with us. 
Please connect with us through email at: alumni@gmu.ac.ae

Alumni Leadership
Dear esteemed GMU Alumni,
We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to the tremendous 
success of the Alumni Summit 2025. The evening radiated enthusiasm as we 
celebrated the remarkable contributions of our alumni in various fields. It was 
inspiring to acknowledge the dedication and achievements of those who have 
made significant impacts, particularly in healthcare and humanitarian services.
A highlight of the evening was a panel discussion that sparked renewed energy 
and emphasized the importance of innovation in our industries. This gathering 
reinforced the commitment of our institution to support and nurture influential 
leaders among our students and alumni.
Under the visionary guidance of Dr. Thumbay Moideen, GMU’s Founder 
President, and the dedicated efforts of the Alumni Office, the Summit embodied 
the spirit of GMU’s commitment to nurturing influential leaders in healthcare. 
The Summit encapsulated the spirit of community and collaboration that 
defines us, showcasing success stories that inspire future generations. 
Thank you for being a part of this memorable journey—together, we will 
continue to Reflect, Reignite, and Reunite.
 
Warm regards,

Nousheen Salma
Secretary General
GMU Alumni Office



This prestigious recognition 
highlights Dr. Moideen’s unwavering 
commitment to transforming the 
healthcare landscape through 
innovative educational programs 
as well as philanthropic initiatives 
prioritizing patient care and 
community wellness.

The second honorary doctorate 
was conferred by the Fergana 
Medical Institute of Public Health in 
Fergana, Uzbekistan. This accolade 
underscores Dr. Moideen’s impact 
on public health initiatives and his 
dedication to fostering international 

collaborations in healthcare 
education.

These recognitions not only celebrate 
Dr. Moideen’s achievements but also 
signify a broader acknowledgment 
of the vital role played by healthcare 
leaders in advancing medical 
education and innovative practices 
across the globe.

We extend our warmest 
congratulations to Dr. Thumbay 
Moideen on this remarkable success 
and achievement, reflecting his 
commitment to excellence and his 
vision for a healthier future.

HONORARY DOCTORATES CELEBRATE 
DR. THUMBAY MOIDEEN’S REMARKABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS

In a momentous honor for 
the Thumbay Group and the 
global community, Dr. Thumbay 
Moideen, Founder President, has 
recently been awarded not one 
but two honorary doctorates. This 
distinguished recognition reflects 
his exemplary contributions to 
medical education, healthcare 
innovation, as well as philanthropy.

The first accolade, a Doctor 
of Literature (D.Litt) Honoris 
Causa, was bestowed by Chitkara 
University in Chandigarh, India. 

FOR EXEMPLARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO MEDICAL EDUCATION,
HEALTHCARE INNOVATION, AND PHILANTHROPY

THE DEGREE OF
DOCTOR OF LITERATURE (D.LITT)

HONORIS CAUSA

CHANDIGARH, INDIA

CONFERRAL OF  
HONORARY DOCTORATE

FERGANA, UZBEKISTAN
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platform to acknowledge the growth 
and achievements of the GMU 
community and their profound 
impact on healthcare and related 
fields. Dr. Thumbay Moideen, the 
visionary Founder of Gulf Medical 
University, highlighted how graduates 
had become leaders, shaping the 
future of healthcare and serving as a 
reflection of the university’s mission.

Professor Hossam Hamdy, the 
Chancellor of GMU, noted that 
each alumnus carried the GMU 
legacy, significantly contributing 
to the advancement of healthcare 
worldwide. As part of the summit, 
the university unveiled “26 Icons,” a 
commemorative book that celebrated 
26 years of GMU’s impact through 
the stories of 26 healthcare leaders. 

Furthermore, Thumbay Healthcare 
successfully hosted the Thumbay 

Doctors Annual Meet 2024, a 
prestigious event that gathered 
healthcare professionals to celebrate 
innovation and recognize the 
pivotal role of Thumbay Group 
in advancing healthcare. A key 
announcement at the event was the 
launch of the Thumbay Institute 
of Elderly and Long-Term Care, 
a dedicated initiative aimed at 
addressing the unique healthcare 
needs of the elderly. This new 
institute was designed to be a 
benchmark for geriatric care in the 
region, combining state-of-the-
art facilities with compassionate, 
patient-centered approaches.

ALUMNI SUMMIT 2025 HIGHLIGHTS

Gulf Medical University 
(GMU) celebrated a significant 
milestone in the past: graduating 
over 4,000 alumni who went on 
to make valuable contributions to 
the healthcare sector worldwide. 
This remarkable achievement 
reinforced GMU’s commitment to 
cultivating highly skilled healthcare 
professionals equipped to excel on 
a global scale. The announcement 
was made during the Global Alumni 
Summit 2025, an event designed to 
honor the university’s rich history 
and the accomplishments of its 
extensive alumni network.

The summit brought together a 
distinguished assembly of alumni, 
esteemed faculty members, and 
influential leaders from across the 
globe. The gathering served as a 
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Summit 2025, an event designed to 
honor the university’s rich history 
and the accomplishments of its 
extensive alumni network.

The summit brought together a 
distinguished assembly of alumni, 
esteemed faculty members, and 
influential leaders from across the 
globe. The gathering served as a 

2025Healthcare
Heroes
Honoring our alumni and medical 
professionals shaping the future of 
healthcare through inspiring stories and 
innovations.
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INSPIRING JOURNEYS: ALUMNI SUCCESS STORIES 
DURING PANEL 1 AT GMU ALUMNI SUMMIT 2025

by reflecting on how his experiences 
at GMU formed the foundation 
of his career development. He 
pinpointed two key factors: the inner 
drive to succeed and the nurturing 
environment at the university. He 
spoke highly of the faculty and 
mentors he encountered during 
his studies, highlighting their 
approachability and commitment to 
student success. 

Following Dr. Dino, Dr. Rhythm 
shared her perspective on balancing 
the university›s influence and her 
aspirations. She expressed that her 
growth was a combination of what 
GMU offered and her personal goals. 
She appreciated the accessibility of 

her professors, noting that they 
were always willing to help their 
students. 

Dr. Sahil contributed to the 
conversation by discussing the 
importance of critical thinking 
skills, which he developed during 
his time at GMU. He explained 
how these skills have enabled him 
to thrive in various professional 
settings

Dr. Sami added a unique 
perspective to the discussion, 
sharing how his journey at GMU 
was transformative. He talked 
about the richness that comes from 
interacting with a diverse group of 
peers and faculty, which enhanced 
his research and educational 
experience. 

As the panel continued, the alumni 
reflected on the stories of success 
and growth that followed their 
time at GMU and highlighted key 
takeaways that have continued 
to guide their careers. The panel 
served as an enlightening reminder 
of how GMU significantly impacted 
these alumni’s lives. Their shared 
stories illustrated the important 
role that education and support 
networks play in fostering the next 
generation of leaders in the medical 
and healthcare sectors. 

The recent GMU Alumni 
Summit 2025 showcased a 
thoughtful panel featuring four 
accomplished alumni: Dr. Omar 
(Dino) Barakat, Dr. Rhythm 
Bhalla, Dr. Sahil Kazi, and Dr. Sami 
Mana Bin Ahmad. This engaging 
discussion provided a platform 
for the panelists to explore their 
individual success stories, the 
challenges they faced along the 
way, and the significant role that 
Gulf Medical University (GMU) 
played in shaping their professional 
and personal lives.

Dr. Dino  opened the discussion 
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INSIGHTFUL PERSPECTIVES AT GMU ALUMNI 
SUMMIT 2025: PANEL DISCUSSION 2 HIGHLIGHTS

explained that this background 
played a key role in his successful 
pursuit of a Ph.D. He emphasized 
that the skills he acquired at GMU 
prepared him for the challenges he 
faced in advanced studies, illustrating 
the importance of academic training 
in shaping one’s career.

Following Dr. Ahmad, Dr. Aiman 
Dany-Jan Yassin shared his thoughts 
on the rich cultural diversity at 
GMU. He noted that interacting with 
classmates from various backgrounds 
allowed him to gain different 
perspectives and insights into global 
healthcare. 

Heba Omar conveyed her 
personal growth, expressing deep 
appreciation for the support she 
received from GMU faculty and 
mentors. She inspired the audience 
with a powerful story about a 
patient who initially resisted 
treatment. Through persistence 
and applying her education, she 
successfully helped the patient 
improve his health over several 
months.

Sailata Srinivas added a unique 
perspective by discussing her 
transition from the US to India and 
back again. This journey, which 
included successfully passing 
her exams, allowed her to gain 
enriching experiences that shaped 
her professional development. 

Throughout the discussion, the 
panelists explored the significant 
transition from their time at 
GMU to their post-graduation 
careers. Each shared personal 
success stories that illustrated their 
challenges and triumphs. Their 
insights served as a reminder of 
the impact GMU had on their lives, 
and how the university continues 
to play a crucial role in shaping 
the next generation of healthcare 
professionals. 

The recent Gulf Medical 
University (GMU) Alumni Summit 
2025 brought together a diverse 
group of esteemed alumni for an 
engaging discussion in Panel 2. This 
panel featured Dr. Ahmad Ghazal, 
Dr. Aiman Dany-Jan Yassin, Heba 
Omar, and Sailata Srinivas, who 
shared their experiences and 
insights about how GMU shaped 
their professional journeys. 

Dr. Ahmad Ghazal opened the 
dialogue by highlighting the strong 
research foundation he developed 
during his studies at GMU. He 
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A mix of apparel 
and accessories

Est. 1998

Your One Stop Shop for All Things Thumbay

thethumbayshop

Ground Fl, Thumbay University Hospital, Thumbay Medicity, Al Jurf, Ajman - UAE.
Tel: +971 6 770 5440 Web: www.shop.thumbay.com, Email: info@shop.thumbay.com



INVITATION FOR NOMINATIONS: 
GMU ALUMNI SUMMIT 2025

We are excited to invite 
qualified faculty and peers to 
submit nominations for the 
Gulf Medical University (GMU) 
Alumni Summit 2026. This event 
serves as a platform to honor 
outstanding alumni who have 
significantly impacted their fields 
and to reinforce our collective 
GMU spirit.

Groups of at least three active 
GMU graduates must be 
established to form an alumni 
chapter. Chapters should apply 
for official recognition through 
the GMU Alumni Office, which, 
upon approval, will grant them 
status, branding permissions, and 
support. Leadership within each 
chapter should consist of elected 

members fulfilling roles such as 
President, Secretary, and Event 
Coordinator.

Active chapters are expected to 
host at least two events each year, 
such as networking meetups, 
professional development 
workshops, or social gatherings. 
Tailored cultural activities 
that resonate with local 
alumni are encouraged to 
enhance engagement. Regular 
communication through social 
media and newsletters will help 
keep members informed and 
connected.

Chapters must operate as 
non-profit entities, ensuring 
transparency in their financial 
operations and alignment with 
GMU’s ethical standards. Any 

requests for financial support 
from GMU must follow formal 
procedures.

As you consider potential 
nominees for the Summit, please 
remember that they should 
embody the values and mission 
of GMU. Submissions should 
include a description of their 
achievements and contributions. 
The nomination deadline is 10th 
March 2025.

For queries regarding the 
nominations or establishing a 
chapter, don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with the GMU Alumni 
Office. We look forward to 
celebrating the accomplishments 
of our distinguished alumni at 
the Summit while nurturing our 
global GMU community.

SCAN TO JOIN
THE CHAPTERS

8Newsletter - March 2025 alumni.gmu.ac.ae



GLOBAL DAY 2025: A FESTIVAL 
OF CULTURAL DIVERSITY AT GMU

On February 21, 2025, the 
GMU campus came alive with 
the vibrant colors and sounds 
of Global Day 2025, an annual 
ethnic and cultural festival that 
celebrated diversity and unity. 
Representatives from various 
countries, including the UAE, 
the Philippines, Somalia, Korea, 
Pakistan, Kuwait, and India, 
gathered to share their unique 
traditions and cultures, bringing a 
global flair to the festivities.

The event featured a variety of 
stalls showcasing traditional foods, 
allowing attendees to indulge in 
authentic cuisines from around 

the world. Cultural performances 
were also a significant part of 
Global Day 2025. Participants 
showcased traditional music 
and dance, drawing enthusiastic 
applause from onlookers. The 
celebration included everything 
from spirited Filipino dances to 
graceful Indian performances, 
each offering a glimpse into the 
rich heritage of the respective 
cultures.

In addition to the food and 
performances, the festival served 
as a platform for GMU’s students 
to connect and strengthen 
community ties. It was a unique 
opportunity for individuals from 

diverse backgrounds to engage 
in meaningful conversations and 
share experiences, fostering a 
sense of belonging.

Global Day 2025 highlighted 
the importance of cultural 
exchange and understanding in 
an increasingly interconnected 
world. As participants enjoyed 
the festivities and connections 
made, it reinforced the idea 
that while we may come from 
different backgrounds, our shared 
experiences can bring us closer 
together. This year’s event was 
a memorable celebration of the 
diverse community that makes up 
our campus.
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